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Janis Purins

I was born in 1960 in Latvia. 

I graduated Latvia Music Academy at 1984 at trumpet class and then studied at symphony orchestra conducting class by prof.Vasily Sinaisky from 1984 till 1986.

Since 1977 I work with wind bands. I was conductor – assistant (1977-1990) and Artistic Director (1990-1992) at Students Band of Latvia Technical University. We took part and got the first places in festivals – contests in Rostock, Geseke, Augsburg (Germany), Neerpelt (Belgium), Saint Pol Sur Meer (France).

Since 1991 I am Artistic Director and Principal Conductor of Wind Orchestra “Riga”.

We visited in Rostock (1993), Valensia (WASBE conference 1993), Wien (2000) Vilnius (1998), Moscow (2002).

I am one of founders and Artistic Conductor of Latvia Youth Symphonic Band since 1996. We got the prizes in the festivals – contests in Rostock (1997), Zürich (1999), Seinajoki (Finland, 2000) and Kerkrade (The Netherlands, 2001), Wien (2002).

I had conducted pieces by classical composers: W.A.Mozart, J.S.Bach, modern wind music composers: J.de Meij, P.Spark, A.Reed, J.van der Roost, soviet and russian composers: M.Musorgsky, A.Borodin, A.Ladov, Latvian composers: J.Karlsons, R.Kalsons, M.Bass, G.Ordelovskis and lot of other composers.

I am Head of Department of Wind Instruments at Latvia Music Academy since 1995 and leader of  wind orchestra conducting class.

I was conductor of joint orchestra at Latvia Song and Dance festivals at 1990, 1995, 1998 and Song festival of Nordic and Baltic countries at Riga.





LATVIA YOUTH SYMPHONIC BAND


Latvia is famous for its musical traditions,especially in choir music.Less know are Latvian orchestras and performers.


Performers' competitions,student and teacher exchanges with European musical schools allow to estimate and value the real situation of musical training and search for the cause why sometimes learning abroad for our students turns into relearning of knowledge assimilated at home and often finding the wrong way and mistakes of the training system existing here.There are plenty of talented students in Latvia,but the lack of professional teachers stop the possibilities of education for many students.The learning methods of different musical instruments in our schools must be reviewed according to the methods used abroad and adopting the experience and conclusions our foreign colleagues had made.The process is going to be long,serious and many-sided,the musical specialists and ministries corresponding will lead it and look for the solution of this problem.We are aware of this situation and that's why the idea of creating Latvian Youth (selection)Symphonic Band on the base of the professional wind band "Riga" was born.

This kind of bands are  popular in European and Scandinavian countries,their performance skills are great.We would like to form -Latvia Youth Symphonic Band (LYSB)- band like that here in Latvia.

LYSB works on principle of a camp organized once a year (ten days).The participants are selected during the competition.The first selection of competitors was on April 96.The first camp of LYSB was organized in August 96.There were 5 outdoor and indoor concerts.There was Gala concert at Latvia Music academy Concert Hall.The second camp was organized on beginning of July 97.LYSB took part at International Youth Wind Band festival in Rostock (Germany) and got the first prize at the competition.The third contest for students will be on the end of January 98.

The orchestra will unite 50 students,age 12 - 16.The selection competition will happen every year in order to be able to change 20% of  the staff playing.The orchestra is organized by the principles and bases of a professional collective.All the groups of instruments will be represented by 50 musicians.

Correspondingly rehearsals will be held.The band is headed by a professional conductor and two teachers.In order to achieve deeper knowledge lectures,meetings and classes will take place.At the end of the camp 2 or 3 open to public concerts are performed.

Participating in this kind of band:



( the young artists are coming closer to the carrier of professional musician,



( it creates a positive competition to get to know the chosen instrument better.

This kind of camp must turn into an example of improving the teaching methods here in Latvia.

A prestige,high quality wind band which would unite the best and the most talented students from all the musical schools in Latvia must be created.

